  
 Russell joined the Virginia Port Authority in 1999 as Managing Director of Marketing.   He managed Port Authority offices in the U.S., Europe and Asia, tasked with promoting expanded use of the Port of Virginia by ocean carriers and cargo owners.  As Deputy Executive Director of Development Russell oversees the departments of Business Analysis and Strategy, Port Promotion and Special Projects.  He also leads an Economic Development team that identifies and facilitates development opportunities that ensure a strong port infrastructure. 

Russell has nearly thirty years experience in intermodal cargo transportation including ocean, trucking, rail, intra-coastal barge and warehousing.  Before joining the Port of Virginia Russell spent ten years with international ocean carrier Sea-Land Service, Inc., holding sales and trade lane management positions, including Trade lane Director for the Middle East and Indian Sub-continent.

Russell is President of the South Atlantic Caribbean Ports Association, Chairman of the Ports & Maritime Committee for the Hampton Roads Partnership’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and on the Board of Directors of Virginia Beach Vision.
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